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And it discusses how applying deeper 
values — drawn from the insights of 
Franciscan and Indigenous economics — can 
move us toward an economy of spirit. 


If you’ve already seen the Overview, you can skip straight to the Module 
that interests you below. Otherwise, keep scrolling. 


Module links are to their discussion pages. 
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Modules 

I. Denial of Grace 

ll. Denial of Vocation 

Ill. Denial of Abundance 
IV. Denial of Community 
V. Denial of the Individual i 
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VII. Denial of Justice 
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IX. Denial of Entitlement 
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Overview of Nine Discussion Modules 
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e for — any concept of love or grace. 


Conventional econ 
indeed denies spac 
It’s entirely transactional in nature. Its highest virtue is fair trade, 
which offers nothing without taking something else back. 
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An economy of the Spirit lives by grace. 


Don’t give as much as you get 
Just give. Period. | 


In an e€nvironme 
nvir nt of generosit 
É. are in giving mode, Easa aa 
eeds would be met through basic 


Caring and gratuitous spirit. 


Is that a Pipe dream? 
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Conventional economics draws our aspirations baie 

vocation and service, in favour of empty consu ption. 


o obtain consumption. 


In this view, service is just work, endured only t 
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rvice is a sacred endeavour 


Yet we have to consume 
to meet basic needs. 


lt Yar vocation May eall you to limit 
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IN pursuit of a higher purpose. 


Is that too demanding? 
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An economy of the Spirit disputes that: 


Unlimited wants are not a good thing. 
Unlimited consumption is not a good thing. 


And Nature’s abundance iS more than 
enough to meet our finite needs. 


Needs come before wants. 
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pirit recognizes that we’re 
Steeped in community from the very start. 


We are shaped by our community 
down to the very language we Speak. 


We need to balance the needs of our 
sacred community with the needs of 
individual self-expression. 


Have we lost our balance? 
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y Of spirit will give individuals 
to express their true Selves. 


the means 


Which can be found only in their 
mission in Partnership with the Creator. 


At the same time, we all have a little 
of the empty false self within us, so 
the Challenge is real. 


Who is your true self? 


ha VI. Denial of the Humble = 
ventional economics oa Se 

Be ony-anttlied and tho 

a 


material possessions. 


ho f 
and on P ndoa with | 


prove their lot. j 
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We should give priority to ensuring that 
those at the bottom receive the 
resources they need to discern their 

calling and pursue their mission in life. 
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Let the Well-endowed Stand in line for a change. | 
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Will you flip society upside-do 
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An economy of grace recognizes that 
there’s no such automatic fix. Justice 
Isa community project. 


It is found where People accommodate each 

other’s needs in loving interdependence, and 

where a Sensitivity to each other’s well-being 

inspires them to ensure that nobody is denied 
the resources to live in dignity. 


But can we just jettison the market? 
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as if we stood outside of it. 


An economy of grace recognizes 
that the land is family. 


We are commissioned by God to 
care for Mother Earth, build a 
relationship of mutual nurturing. 
And to honour al] our relations who 
live in the land, sea or sky in full 
respect for all forms of life. 


Do we know how to nurture creation? 


IX. Denial of Entitlement 
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Everyone İs €l 
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But in the market culture of recent centuries, only commodities matter and 
power rules. Everything is up for grabs. Every sacred entitlement can be 
stolen and colonized by the forces of money or might. 


People of grace 

le c stand Opposed 
Colonization at all its forms a 
and modern. 
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It’s not just the land grab. 


You can go straight to the module that interest you ... 


Module links are to their discussion pages. 
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This Workbook confronts several issues in 
Mainstream Economics that fail to consider key 


spiritual values — and we pose questions for 
\ discussion in the following pages. 


What is Mainstream Economics anyway? 


Mainstream Economics is an imaginary scale model of an 
economy where individuals pursue their narrow self-interests 
in an environment of free market competition. 


_| Believers of this idealistic model claim that it results in | 
perfect justice and perfect consumer satisfaction — as | 
long as government interferes with it as little as possible. | 

| 


But like all idealistic — m Build upon secret assumptions: 


| An assumption that self-seeking private 


iA fanatical individualism 


enterprise is amoral basis for society 


|a à greed- Hgo ei | ne myth of of perfect competition | 


There are of course dissidents (“heterodox economists’) who hold a broader vision: 
e Public goods are as important as private goods. 
e The market has serious unintended consequences which it cannot fix by 
itself. 


e Justice does not flow freely from the market solution, and markets are 
often more predatory than competitive. 
e Cooperative solutions may be more efficient than competitive solutions. 


À There are economies in the world that do try to strike a | 
balance, and find an accommodation with all these concerns. ; | 
| 
e But free market competition is = dominant ideology of 
economics. Any public policy or community project — 


however beneficial — must operate in concert with the 
priorities of private trade. 


- 4 Hence the entire network of world trade — and the policy regimes 
| driving it — are under the influence of a market fundamentalism. | 
It’s tne a narrow vision 


— mainstream economics — 
that we'll be critiquing in this workbook. 


We have the beginnings of 


a podcast — discussing the W s A- 


workbook and some of it’s = 
issues — up on aYoutube hy pE a i 
channel. Have a look here. Jotie Noel Gary Russell 
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